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SUBJ: CIVIL WAR AT CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 

1. ON JUNE 17 A BATTLE BETWEEN OPPOSING COMMUNIST STUDENT PACTIONS 
DURING STUDENT ASSOCIATION ELECTIONS ON QUITO'S CENTRAL UNIVER- 
SITY CAMPUS RESULTED IN ONE DEATH AND AT LEAST A DOZEN INJURED. 
ALTHOUGH ACCOUNTS VARY, IT APPEARS THAT GUNPIRE BROKE OUT BE- 
TWEEN OPPOSING PRO-SOVIET AND PRO-CHINESE GROUPS ON THE CAMPUS 
AND THAT THE BATTLE LATER CONTINUED AT THE HOSPITAL TREATING 
THE WOUNDED. NO GOVERNMENT LAW ENFORCEMENT OPFICERS WERE 
INVOLVED. 

2. THE INCIDENT HAS RECEIVED WIDE NEWSPAPER COVERAGE AND MOST 
PAPERS HAVE EDITORIALLY LAMENTED THE POLITICIZATION OP ECUADOR'S 
UNIVERSITIES BY EXTREME LEPTIST ELEMENTS. A COMMON THEME HAS 
BEEN THAT TWO OPPOSING GROUPS DOMINATED BY FOREIGN IDEOLOGIES 
HAVE DISRUPTED A NATIONAL UNIVERSITY WHICH SHOULD BE CONCERNED 
WITH ECUADOR AND ITS PROBLEMS. 

3. POLLOWING THE INCIDENT LEFTIST STUDENT AND LABOR ORGANI- 
ZATIONS HAVE RUSHED INTO PRINT TO BLAME ONE PARTY OR ANOTHER 
POR THE VIOLENCE. MOST NOTABLE WAS CENTRAL UNIVERSITY RECTOR 
CAMILO MENA’S CHARGE THAT THE SOVIET-LINE STUDENT GROUP WAS 
GUILTY BOTH OP BEGINNING THE VIOLENCE AND ELECTORAL PRAUD. 
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MENA WAS ELECTED BY MAOIST ELEMENTS AND CONTINUES TO BE 
SUPPORTED BY THEM. 

4. COMMENT: WHATEVER THE TRUE SCENARIO OP THE JUNE 17 VIOLENCE, 

THE PINAL CONSEQUENCE HAS BEEN TO REINPORCE IN THE MINDS OP THE 
ECUADOREAN PUBLIC THE NEGATIVE IMAGE OP STUDENT POLITICS AND 
TO PURTHER WIDEN THE GAP BETWEEN STUDENT PACTIONS. WHILE 
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THE STUDENTS ARE ENGAGED IN FRENZIED RECRIMINATIONS THEIR 
ATTENTION IS TURNED INWARD AND THEIR CAPABILITY TO 
SERVE AS ANEFFECTIVEFORCEOF POLITICAL OPPOSITION IS 
DIMINISHED. FINALLY,BY SO POINTEDLY DRAWING PUBLIC ATTEN- 
TION TO THE UNIVERSITY SCENE THROUGH A PITCHED GUN FIGHT, 
STUDENTS HAVE UNDOUBTEDLY REDUCED PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR A SIZABLE 
INCREASE IN THE GOE CONTRIBUTION TO THE UNIVERSITY BUDGET, ONE 
OF THE MOST URGENT POINTS FACING RECTOR MENA AND THE UNIVER- 
SITY ADMINISTRATION. 

BLOOMFIELD 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COMMUNIST YOUTH MOVEMENT, DISSIDENT FACTIONS, STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS, DEATHS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977QUITO04129 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770223-0950 

Format: TEL 
From: QUITO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770631/aaaabapq.tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: ae82e378-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2070963 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CIVIL WAR AT CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, EC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ae82e378-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



